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TO TXZS 

REV. M. D. CONWAY, 

OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, 

THE FIKST CLERGYMAN 

WHO HAS HAD THE MOEAL COUBAQK TO CHAMPION IN THE PULPIT 

THE CAUSE OF ONE TfHOSB FAIE NAME, THOUGH NOW 

DEFAMED, SHALL ONE DAY DESEBYEDLY SHINS 

FORTH AS THE BBIQHTEST STAR IN 

THE AMERICAN GALAXY, 

THia LITTLE WORK IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 

BY HIS FRIEND, 

THE PUBLISHER. 
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TO THE READER. 

The following little work will, perhaps, give yon 
a more high conception of the important and merito- 
rious services of the " Archimedes of the Eighteenth 
Century" to mankind, than could be conceived from 
the perusal of any " Life" of him ever issued from 
the Press ; for, instead of its being the opinion of 
one individual, and that opinion perhaps biased, it 
is a collection of the sentiments of some seventy 
Historians, Statesmen, Poets, and Divines, many of 
whom were opposed to his political, and almost all 
to his theological views. If it in the slightest degree 
adds to your appreciation of Paine, the object of the 
compiler will be accomplished. 

JOSEPH N. MOEEAU. 
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NOTE BY THE PUBLISHER. 

Mr. Moreau, having joined the Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, left the work more incomplete than the 
publisher desired. In feet, it wai^ exceedingly diffi- 
cult, from the mass of testimony of like character to 
make selections of that v^hich might be the most 
desirable for so small a work. Should Mr. Moreau 
return from the campaign, a similar pamphlet, con- 
taining the balance of testimonies, will doubtless be 
published. 
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TESTIMONIALS ' 



TO THV HSBITS OF 



THOMAS P^IISTE. 



GEN. GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

First President of this great Eepublic, in a letter to 
Thomas Paine, inviting that author and patriot to par- 
take with him, at Eocky-hill, says : — 

" Your presence may remind Congress of your past 
services to this country, and if it is in my power to im- 
press them, command my best exertions with freedom, 
as they will be rendered cheerfully, by one who enter- 
tains a lively sense of the importance of your works/' 

In his letter to Eichard Henry Lee, of Virginia, this 
honored hero writes : — 

" That his Common Sense and many of his Crisis were 
were well timed and had a happy effect upon the public 
mind, none I believe who will turn to the epoch at which 
they were published, will deny. That his services have 
hitherto passed off unnoticed is obvious to all." 

Washington to Gen. Joseph Eeed, March 1776 : 

" By private letters which I have lately received from 
Virginia, I find that " Common Sense" is working a pow. 
erful change there in the minds of many men." 

" A few more such flaming arguments as were exhibit- 
ed at Falmouth and Norfolk, added to the sound doc- 
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trine and unanswerable reasoning contained in the 
pamphlet^* Common Sense/' will not leave numbers at a 
loss to decide on the propriety of a separation." — Gen, 
Washington, to Joseph Beed, dated Cambridgey Jan, 31, 
1776. 



JOHN ADAMS, 

The Second President of the United States, who spared 
no occasion to underrate Thomas Paine's services, and to 
assault his opinions and character, the transparent mo- 
tive being a jealousy to be considered himself the great- 
est mover of the ball oflndependence, thus writes to his 
wife on the 19th of March, 1776 :— 

" You ask me what is thought of Common Sense, Sen- 
sible men think there are some whims, some sophisms, 
some artful addresses to superstitious notions, some 
keen attempt upon the passions, in this pamphlet. But 
all agree there is a great deal of good sense, delivered in 
clear, simple, concise and nervous style. His sentiments 
of the abilities of America, and of the difficulty of a re- 
conciliation with Great Britain, are generally approved." 



THOMAS JEFFEBSON, 

The third President of the United States, and the writer 
of the glorious "Declaration of Independence," thus 
speaks of the "Author Hero," who first suggested it, 
in a letter to Francis Bppes : 

"You ask my opinion of Lord Bolingbrokeand Thomas 
Paine. They were alike in making bitter enemies of 
the priests and pharisees of their day. Both were 
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honest men; both advocates for human liberty. * * 
*' These tyfo persons differed remarkably in the stylo 
of their writings each leaving a model of what is most 
perfect in both extremes of the simple and the sublime. 
No writer has exceeded Paine in ease and familiarity of 
style, in perspicuity of expression, happiness of eluci- 
dation, and in simple and unassuming language. In 
this he may be compared with Br. Franklin.*' 

In 1801, in a letter to Paine tendering him a passage 
to the United States from France, in a national vessel, 
Jefferson writes : 

"I am in hopes you will fin4 us returned generally to 
sentiments worthy of former times. In these it will be 
your glory to have steadily labored, and wiith as much 
effect as any man living. That you may long live to 
continue your useful labors and to reap the reward of 
the thankfulness of nations, is my sincere prayer." 



JAMES MADISON, 

The Fourth President of the United States, and ex- 
pounder of the Constitution- In 1784, a bill was 
brought before the Virginia Legislature, proposing to 
give Mr. Paine a tract of land on the eastern shore of 
Chesapeake Bay. It was defeated by a single vote. 
Monroe stated that it would have been carried in his 
favor, had he not written "Public Good." It was this 
that called forth the following from Madison to Wash- 
ington : 

'* Whether a greater disposition to reward patriotic 
and distinguished exertions of genius will be found on 
any succeeding occasion, is not for me to predetermine. 
Should it finally appear that the merits of the man 
whose writings have so much contributed to infuse and 
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foster the spirit of Independence in the people of Ame- 
rica are unable to inspire them with a just* beneficencfe, 
the world, it* is to be feared, will give us as little credit 
for our policy as for our gratitude in this particular/' 

"I believe in one God, and no more; and I hope for happiness 
beyond this life. I believe in the equality of man ; and I believe 
that religious duties consist in doing justice, loving mercy, and en* 
deavoring to make our fellow creatures happy.*' — {Thomas Pmine. 
See ''Age erf Reason,") 

JAMES MONROE, ^ 

The fifth President of the United States. The follow- 
ing extract is from a letter written by this gentleman 
to Paine, previous to the release from the Luxembourg 
of "the Apostle of Liberty '' : 

"It is necessary for me to tell you how much all your 
countrymen — ^I speak of the great mass of the people — 
are interested in your welfare. They have not forgotten 
the history of their own Eevolution, and the difficult 
scenes through which they passed; nor do they review 
its several stages without reviving in their bosoms a due 
sensibility of the merits of those who served them in 
that great and arduous conflict. The crime of ingratitude 
has not yet stained, and I hope never will stain our national 
character. You are considered by them as not only 
having rendered important services in our own Revolu- 
tion, but as being, on a more extensive scale, the friend 
of human rights, and a distinguished and able advocate 
in favor of public liberty. To the welfare of Thomas 
Paine the Americans are not, nor can they be, indif- 
ferent." 

**It is unnatural and impolitic to admit men who would root up 
our independence to have any share in oar legislation, either as 
electors or representatives, because the support of our independence 
rests, in a great measure, on the vigor and purity of our public 
bodies.— (rAe Crisis, No. 3.) 
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QiEN. ANDBEW JACKSON, 

The "Hero of New Orleans," and the seventh President 
of the United States, said to the venerable philan- 
thropist. Judge Hertell, of "New Jork, upon the latter 
proposing the erection of a suitable monument to Thos. 
Paine : 

"Thomas Paine needs no monument made by hands; 
he has erected himself a monument in the hearts of all 
lovers of liberty. ' The Bights of Man/ will be more 
enduring than all the piles of marble or granite man 
can erect." 



THE BEFXJBLICANS AND BEF0RHEB8 

Of England, in 1792, looked upon Paine as the true 
'< Apostle of Freedom." They circulated a song to his 
praise, commencing 

"God save great Thomas Paine I 
His Bights of Man proclaim 
From pole to pole !" 
(^See Preface, CheethanCs Life of Paine.) 

*< To argae with a man who has renounced the use and authority 
of reason, and whose philosophy consists in holding humanity in 
contempt, is like administering medicine to the dead, or endeavor- 
ing to convert an Atheist with Scripture." — (The Crisis, No. 5.) 



BENJAimr FEANEUN, 

Who first introduced Thomas Paine to the new world, 
says, in a letter he gave the English Exciseman recom- 
mending him to his son-in-law, Kichard Bache (1774) 

" The bearer, Mr. Thomas Paine, is very well recom- 
mended to me as an ingenious, worthy young man. Ke 
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goes to Pennsylvania with a, view of aettHng there. I 
request you to give him your best advice and counte- 
nance/' 

About 13 years after, Dr. Franklin gave him letters 
of introduction to sev^al of the most prominent of the 
French ^' men of letters.'* The following is an extract 
from one to the Due de la Eochefoucauld : 

" The bearer of this is Mr. Paine, the author of a 
famous piece entitled Common Sense, published here with 
great effect on the minds of the people at the beginning 
of the Eevolution. He is an ingenious, honeet man ; 
and as such I beg leave to recommend him to your 
civilities." 



TIMOTHY prrEms, 

In his Political and Civil History of the United States, 
says : — " Common Sense*' produced a wonderful effect 
in the different Colonies in favor of Independence. 



£EV. SOLOMON SOUTHWICE, 

Printer, politician and lecturer against Infidelity, and, 
at one time, the editor and publisher of The Christian 
Visiter y'fi2Lj^x 

"No page in history, stained as it is with treachery 
and falsehood, or cold-blooded indifferenee to right or 
wrong, exhibits a more disgraceful instance of public 
ingratitude than that which Thomas Paine experienced 
from an age and country which he had so faithfully 
served. As the Tintochus of the Eevolution, and it i« 
no exaggeration to style him such, we owe everlasting 
gratitude to his nam« and memory. Why, then, was 
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b# #l^ra4 te ^ink into the most wretched poverty and 
ohmvLritjj t^Afi^ hmingf in ]both hemiapheres, $o signally 
4istiDgaisbed hiiOAelf &s the fjciend of liberty and map* 
Icifibd ? Was hie religion, or want of religion, the real 
gr ,9lfeeted (^uae ? Dad not ti^oae who feai*ed his talents, 
mik^ his religion a pretext^ not only to treat him 
l^ilbh coW neglect, but to &trip him, if possible, of eyety 
Jbii^rjel b» had won in th.e political field, as tfw brilliant^ 
undaunted and sume»^l advocate of i^edom ^ A9 to 
)m religi(Mi,or no reli^on,<Tod alone must be the judge 
i#d arbiter of thitt. ISo human being, no human tri- 
^nal, can claim a ri^h^ ^eyen to censure him for it^ 
nm^ l^B to m^ke it the pretext for defrauding him^ 
Miiieat in life or de^th, of iim reward .due to his palaiot* 
iam^ or the legitimAl^ £»ine of his e^&ertions in the oauSie 
iof suffering hum wity. Ba^ ^Thomas Paine been guilty 
0t any orime, we stioijild be the last to eulogise his me- 
mory. But we cannot find he ever wa^ gnilty of any 
other crime than tdnat of advancing his opinions freely 
apon all subjects connected with public liberty And hap- 
piness. If he erred In any of his opinions, since we 
^now that his intentions were pure, we are bound to 
©over his errors with the mantle of charity. We can- 
not say here all that we would wish to say. A brief 
note is inraifiioiant to do justice to so important a sub- 
|oet. We mAy, however, safely affirm that Paine's 
KMmduct in America was that of a real patriot. In the 
French Convention he displayed the same pure and 
disinterested spirit; there his humanity shone forth in 
ids exertions to save, at the risk of his own life, the 
•unfortunate Louis XVI from the scaffold. His life, it 
Ife true, was written by a ministerial hireling, who 
strove in vain to blacken his moral character. The 
late James Cheetham, likewise, wrote his life; and we 
have no hesitation in saying, that we knew perfectly 
2 
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well at the time the motives of that anthor for writiBg 
and publishing a work whieh, we have every reason ie 
believe, is a libel almost firom beginning to end. In 
fact, Cheetham had become tired of this country, wad 
had formed a plan to return to England and become • 
ministerial editor, in opposition to Cobbett, and hk 
'^liife of Paine" was written to pave his way badk 
again. We, therefore, presume that he aoted upon tJie 
principle that the end justified the means. * ^ * * 
SEad Thomas Paine been a Grecian or Boman patriot, 
in olden times, and performed the same public services 
as be did for this country, he would have had the honor 
of an Apotheosis. The Pantheon would have been 
opened to him, and we should at this day regard hla 
memory with the same veneration that we do that of 
Socrates and Cioero. But posterity will do him justioei 
Time, that destroys envy and establishes truth, will 
elothe his character in the habiliments that justly be- 
long to it. * * * * We cannot resist the disposi- 
tion to say, that in suffering the home of the author (^ 
*< Common Sense,'' <«The Crisis," and "The Eights of 
Man," to lie ne^ected, in the first place; and secondly, 
in permitting it to be violated, and his bones shipped 
off to a foreign country, contrary to all the laws of do- 
eency and civilization, we have added nothing to the 
justice or dignity of our national character; and we 
shall rejoice if impartial history tax us not with a grosa 
departure from both." 

"The key of heaven is not in. the keeping of any sect, nor ougbt 
the road to it to be obstructed' by any. Our relation to each other bi 
this world U as men, and the man who is a friend to man and te 
his rights, let his religious opinions be what they may, is a good 
citizen, to whom I can give, as I ought to do, and as every other 
ought, the right hand of fellowship.*' — {Pcnne*s Letter to Samud 
Adama, Jan, 1, 1808.) 
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DB. BEKJAMm BITSH, 

A member from Philadelphia of the Continental Con- 
gress, and Signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
gives the following account of the first appearance of 
" Oommoti Bense ": 

"At that time there was a certain Bobe'rt BcM, an in- 
telligent Scotch printer and booksell^ <ii Phikd^hia, 
whom I knew to be as high-toned as Mr. Paine upan the 
subject of Independenee. I mentioned the pmuphlet to 
him, and be at once consented to run the risk of pmb- 
liflhing it. The author and the printer were immedi- 
ately brought together, and * Common Sense ^ bursted 
from the press of the latter, in a few days, with an effect 
which.has rarely been produced by types and p«^r in 
any age or country." 

" Mr. Paine*8 manner of fife was desultory. He often 
visited in the families of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Bittenhouse^ 
and Mr. George Clymer, where he made himself accept- 
able by a turn he discovered for philosophical as"well as 
political subjects.'' 



"He (Paine) contributed much in aid of the Eevolution 
by publishing a pamphlet entitled ^Common Sense.'" — 
{DtLganne's Comprehensive Summary,) 



BICHABD HENBT LEE» 

A distinguished patriot of the R^tolutton, and who, as 
member of Congress from Virginia, in 17T6, first pro- 
posed to that body the Declaration of Independence, in 
returning thanks to General Washington for a copy of 
the Bights of Man, remarked : 

"It is a performance of which any man might be 
proud; and I most sincerely regret that our country 
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could Bot have ^^fei iiilfenfeirt itKiui^iients to have 
retained, as a permanent citizen, a man so thoroughly 
republican in sentiment, and fearless in the expression 
of his opinion/' 

In a letter of Lee to Washington, dated Chaotilhf^, 
22d Juljr,1784,he8»y8: 

^'She t-ery great respect that I shall ever pay to year 
reeotnsAetidHtionSi would hare been very saffieient to 
hM^ |>tooared tiiy exertions in ft^vorof Mr.Pftine, incks- 
pettdent of his great public merits m oar Bevolutiott. 
I h«^e a per^ct knowledge of the extraordinary effects 
produced by that gentleman's writings; effects of such 
an important nature as would render it very nnWortlgr 
of these States to let hifti suffer anywhere; but it.wouM 
be culpable indeed to permit it under l^eir own eye, and 
within their own Hmits. I had not the good fbrtune to 
be present whett Mr. Paine's business was considered in 
the House of Delegates (of Tirginia) or, most certainly, 
I should have exerted myself in his behalf. I have been 
told that a proposition in his favor has miscarried, from 
its being observed that ho had shown enmity to the 
State by having written a pamphlet (The Public Good) 
injurious to our claim of Western territory. It ha$ 
ever appeared to me that this pamphlet was the conse- 
quence of Mr. Paine*s being himself imposed upon; and 
that it was rather the fault of the place than of the 
man. This, tibi^n^e^, Viis B^t k t^ie, wlfen compared 
ivith the great andess^tial services that his other wri. 
tijags have done for the. United States.^' . - 

"It is the duty of every man, as far as his ability extends, to 
detect and expose delusion and error. But nature has not given to 
every one a talent for the purpose ; and among those to whom such 
talent is given, there is often a want of disposition or of coarage 
*e do it." — [Paine^s Examination of Testament) 
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HAPOLEOH BONAPARTE. 

The following is related by Clio Eickman, the Poet, 
who was with Paine in France : 

"When Bonaparte returned (to Paris) from Italy, he 
called on Mr. Paine and invited him to dinner. In the 
course of his rapturous address to him, he declared that 
* Btatue of gold ought to be erected to him in every city 
of the universe, assuring him that he always slept with 
his book " Rights of Man" under his pillow, and conjured 
him to honor hm with bis eorrespoBdeBce and advice/' 

Eickman then remarks on the above : 

"This anecdote is only related as a, fact; of the sincerity 
of the compliment those must judge who know Bona- 
parte's principles best.'' 

It might be here added, that when Napoleon meditated 
his invasion of England, by means of gunboats, he se- 
cured the services of Paine to organize a government if 
it proved successful. 



" Paine was in Washington's camp in Pecember, 
1776, and the first number of the ' Crisis' was published. 
It was read to every Corporal's guard, and its strong 
and truthful language had a powerful effect in the army 
and among the people at large." — Benj, F, Lossing, in 
his Field Book Pf the Revolution, vol. 2, p, 276, Note, 



MA^OB-eSNZBAL 0HABLI8 LKB, 

Fourteen days after the publication of << Common 
Sense," thus wrote to General Washington : 

'^ Have you «eeB the pamphlet < Common Sense V I 
never saw su^ a masterly, irreeistible performance. It 
will, if I mistake not, in concurrence with the transcend- 
ent folly and wickedness of the ministry, give the coup 
2* 
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de grace to UVdal ftMtbih. tn feb^ 1 i^ifinyself con- 
vinced by the arguments of the necessity of separaiioii/' 
General Lee, speaking of the wonderful effects of 
Paine's writings, said, that " He burst forth on the 
world like Jove in thunder !" John Adams says that 
Lee used to speak of Paine as " the man with genius in 
his feyes*" 



WTTiTiTAW ItABSXT, 

In his History of England, says: "Thomas Maine's 
pamphlet, Common Sense, in which the new doctrines of 
liberty and equality were broadly taught, was published 
in .America, in January, 1776, and had an immense 
circulation." 



Extract from a letter from a gentleman in Charleston, 
S. C, dated February 14, 1776: 

" Who is the author of Common Sense f 1 can hardly 
refrain from adoring him. He deserves a statue of 
gold." — Pennsylvania Journal, March 27, 1776. 



CHA&LES WILSON PEALE, 

In a Wm^t»mm DliriLe/aitl^rPMtedfi^l^ifaly 28, 
1779, says: 

"Believing ULr. ?aine to be a ffrih frfefed to AtiieiHtek, 
and by persoiial itc^uaintance wifli Wfn, gives 1»^ i,ix 
oppoHtinfty of knowing that he had d0»» more -for our 
eommoh ^^ause thto Itre ^ortd, "Whb hk^ viUi^^een his 
JjuMicatiotis, cottld kiait)w, I thought it *ay ^1^ to iwp. 
^orthfm." 
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AABON BURB, 

In his compendium of the "Life of Paine/' (New York, 
1837) Gilbert Vale says: 

"In reply to a query which we recently put to Col. 
Burr, as to Mn P«iiie'# i^eg^d Yi^l«Arity^ intemperance 
and want of cleanliness, as disseminated by those who 
WifiSied it trwd, he rematked with dignity, ^Sir, he dinei 
at my tcMe:^ Then, am I to understand he was a gen- 
tleman? 'Certainly, sh*,' replied Col. Burr, <I always 
considered Mr. Paine a gentleman, a pleasant compa- 
nion, and a good-natured and intelligent man, decidedly 
temperate, with a prc^r regard to his personal appear- 
ance, whenever I saw him.' " 



Who was, according to Thomas Jefferson, " One of the 
ablest men in America, and that in several branches of 
science," thus wrote : 

" I was at Paris at l^is time (1793,) but previous to 
my going there, Mr. Paine, whom I had met at Mr. 
Johneon'ft, m^ bookseller, in St Paul's Churchyard, 
^ve me Utters of iniarodAction to M. BeOoiKlorcet) and 
faiB wife, Uftebme DeCoaidoreet, who read and sptke 
the English laaguage with considenMe facility. These 
4^ttei% ihireduoed me te the iniereetii^ society of that 
very talented w^it^ «md his f^imily . I found the letters 
of HttradueMeB »i Mr. Paine henidxfed wkh ti^at attention 
which might b4dexpetsted towards 9Sa estiAiable and dia- 
tinguished man. * /* * * I have dined with Mr. 
Paine in literary society, at Mr. Tiffins', a merchant in 
Ldndon, at least a dozen times, when his dress, man- 
ners, and conversation w^e such as became the charac- 
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ter of an nnobtrufiive, intelligetit gi^iAleman^ accustomed 
to good society. * * * Paine'e opinions on theologi- 
cal topics underwent no change before his death." 



HEHKT C. WBJOiBT 

Says : — ** Thomas Paine had a clear idea of God, This 
Being embodied his highest conceptioii of truth, Iotc, 
wisdom, mercy, liberty and power," 



KEV. m. D. GONWAY, ' 

In a Sermon preached in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 29th 
of January, 1860, said: 

**A\\ efforts to itain Ap good Bam,e of Thomas Paine 
have recoiled on those who made them, like poisoned 
arrows shot against a strong wind. * * * In his 
life, in his justice, in his truth, in his adherence to high 
principles, in his disinterestedness, I look in vain fbr his 
parallel in those times, and in these times. I am select- 
ing my words; I know I am to be held accountable for 
them. So disinterested was he, that when his wp^s 
were printed by the ten thovtsand, and as fABt as one 
edition was out another was demanded, he^ a po<Hr and 
pinched author, who might very easily have ^rown nch, 
would not accept <me cent fbr them, declared that 1^ 
would not coin his principles, and made to the States a 
present of Ae copyrights* His brain was Ms i^rtune — 
nay, his living; he gave it all to American Inde- 
pendence." 

** I trouble not myself about the manner of future existence. I 
content myself with believing, even to positive conviction, that the 
power that ^ve me existence is able to continue it in any form and 
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manner he pleases, eUB^' Irftt or Mttoutfl^i Body ; and it appears 
more probable to me that I shall continue to exist hereafter, than 
that I should have had existence as I how have before that extet- 
eftce began." — (Paine* 9 Age of Beamm, page 67, PkUada, ed.) 



THOMAS CAMPBELL, 

The Poet, whose lyrics and didactic writings have 
secured him A niche in the Temple of Fame, says : 

" Those ^v^ho remember the impression that was made 
by Burke's writings on the then living generation, will 
recollect that in the better educated classes of socicity 
there was a general proneness to go with Burke, and it 
is my sincere opinion that that proneness would have 
become universal, if such a mind as Mackintosh's had 
not presented itself, like a break-water to the general 
spring-tide of Burkeism. I may be reminded there was 
such a man as Thomas Paine, and that he strongly 
answered at the bar of public opinion all the arguments 
of Burke. I do not deny this fact ; and I should be 
sorrj^ if I could be blind, even with tears for Mackin- 
tosh in my eyes, to the services that have been rendered 
Jbo th«i cs^ of truth by the shrewdness and courage of 
ThMftM Pftiae. But without disparagement to Pftine^ 
in a great and essetiiiAi view, it must be admitted that> 
though radically sound in sense, he was deficient in the 
strategetics of philosophy; whilst Mackintosh met 
Burke p^vflfot^Ms vepmi ia -th^ to^tm o/tmwml science 
and in beauty of style and illustration. Hence Mackin- 
tosh went as the apostle of liberalism atnong a class, 
perhaps too influential in society, to whom the manners 
of Paine w&.s replilsive.'^ 
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Bpilinn) BUBBX, 

The celebrated Statesman and Orator, whose " Reflec- 
tions on the Freneh Bevolati<m" called forth the " Bights 
of Man," speaks of" Common Sense" as " that celebrated 
pamphlet which prepared the minds of the people for 
Independence." 



lUmSAY, 

Who, like Gordcm, was cotemporary with Paine, says^ 
in his " History of the Kevolntion," alluding to " Com- 
mon Sense/' (see vol. 1, pp. 336-7, London 1TO3.) 

" In union with the feelings and sentiments of the 
I>eople, it produced surprising effects. Many thousands 
were convinced, and were led to approve and long for 'a 
separation ft-om the Mother Country; though that 
measure, a few months before, was not only foreign to 
their wishes, but the object of their abhorrence, the cur- 
rent suddenly became so strong in its favor, that it bore 
down all before it." 

" Let each of us hold out to his neighbor the hearty hand of 
friendship, and unite in drawing a line, which, like an act of ob- 
livion, shall bury in fbrgetfulness every former dissensiox^ Let 
the names of Whig and Tory be extinct, and let none othet be 
heard among us than those of a Yirtuons supporter of tiie BiaBtt 
<Mr Makkind, and of the Fbks Aim iKniPsinvKrv BiPAvn o» 
Ambrica."— (Oiw^iwwfi ^ Cbrnmon StM$.) 



LORD EDWABD HTZGERALD, 

The noble, but unfortunate, Irish patriot, thus wrote to 
his mother, from Paris, in 1792, of the abused Thomas 
Paine, showing clearly that the more closely the habits 
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of that great man were studied, the more great and re- 
splendent did. they shine forth : 

"I lodge with my friend Paine; we hreakfast, dine 
and enp together. The more I see of his interior, the 
more I like and respect him. I cannot express how 
kind he has been to me; there is a simplicity of man- 
ner, a goodness of heart, and a strength of mind in him 

that I NEVER KNEW A MAN BEFORE POSSESS." 



. WILLIAM OBmSHAWt 

In his "History of the United States," after acknow- 
ledging the meritd of Bickinsoiiy Bland, ^^ranklin, 
Nicholas, Lee, Jefferson^ and others, who supported the 
cause of the colontete witb,their pnt^ says: 

"But the most powerful writer was the celebrated 
Thomas Paine, of London, who resided for some time in 
America, and, in a work entitled Common Sense, roused 
the public feeling to a degree unequaled by any previous 
appeal." 



HABaUIS DE GHASTELLEUX, 

Author of a work on " Public Happiness" and a cherished 
friend of General Washington, thus speaks of Paine, in 
his " Travels in America :" 

" I know not how it happened that since my arrival 
in America, 1 had not yet seen Mr. Paine, that author 
so celebrated in America and throughout Europe, by his 
excellent work entitled, ' Common Sense,' and several 
other political pamphlets. M. Do Lafayette and my- 
self had asked the permission of an interview for the 
14th, in the morning, and we waited on him accordingly 
with Col. Laurens. I diseovered at his apartments all 
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the attributes of a man of letters, a room pretty muoh 
in disorder, dusty furniture, and a large table covered 
with books, lying open, and manuscripts begun. * * 
Having formerly held a post in Government, he has now 
no connection with it; and as bis palanotism and bid 
talents are unquestionable, it is loiatural to conclude that 
the vivacity of his imagio^tioQ, fti^d t^ independence of 
his character, render bim more calculated for re^soping 
on affairs, than for conducting them." 



** The < Eigb^ ^f ^^' }i^ W¥^ h^^ i*ead in this 
country; Even the < Age of Reason* had obtained an 
immense ciroulatioA fW>m the great reputation of the 
aotbor.''— (Atlantic Monthly, vol. 4, p. 9.) 



'^The greatest forensic advocate since the days of Cicero/' 
speaking of the American Revolution, said - 

<< In that great and calamitous conflict, Edj»und Burke 
and Thomas Paine fought in the same field together, but 
with very different success. Mr. Burke spoke to a 
Parliament in England, such as Sir George Saville de- 
scribes it, l^^ii]^ no ,aac6 bat for siDJiio4s tbai flattered 
its corruptions. Mr. Paine, on the other hand, spoke 
to the people, reasoned with them, told them they were 
bound by no subjection to any sovereignty, further than 
their own benefit connected them ; and by these power- 
ftil arguments prepared the minds of the American 
people for that glorious, just, and happy Revolution." 



JX7B0E HEBTETJii 

Of New York, says: 

**No man in modem ages has don« more to benefit 
mankind, or distiAguished himself more for the impx^m 
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poo^al good he hm ^(iftct^d for his qpoobs tioui Thomas 
Paine; who in truth merits eternal life, and, doubtless 
will be immortalized in the memory and gratitude of 
future generations of happy beings, who will continue to 
hymn his praises and make his merits known to remo- 
test posterity." . . . , 

** It was the cause of America that made me an author." — ( Tho*. 



SIE FBAHCIS BURDSTT 

Thus alluded to Thomas Paine, in a speech in London, 
in 1797, as Chairman o? a meeting of the " Friends of 
Parliamentary Eeform'* : 

" Union ! It is union among the people that ministers 
dread. They are aware that when once the people 
unite in demanding their rights, then there must be an 
end to illegitimate power; I mean all power not derived 
from the people. Ministers know that a united people 
are not to be resisted ; and it is this that we must un- 
derstand by what is written in the works of an honest 
man too long calumniated, I mean Thomas Paine." 



MADAME SE BTASL, 

In her '' Considerations on the French Bevolutie^/' 
says : 

^< Thomas Paine was the most violent of the American 
Democrats; and yet, theire was neither calculation 
nor hypocrisy in his political exaggerations. When the 
sentence of Louis XTI came under discussion, he alon^ 
advised what would have done honor to Firance if it ha4 
8 
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been adopidd, the offer to the King of an asylttnx in 
America* 'The Americans are grateful to him/ said 
Paine, 'for having promoted their Independence."' 



MADAME BOLAND, 

In her "Appeal," says: (See vol. i, part 2, page 45, ed. 
1798.) 

"Among the persons I was in the habit of receiving, 
and of whom I have already described the most remark- 
able, Paine cCS&erves to be mentioned. Declared a 
French citizen, as one of those celebrated foreigners 
whom the nation ought with eagerness to adopt, he was 
known by writings which had been useful in the Ame- 
rican Kevolution, and might have contributed to pro- 
duce one in England. I shall not take upon me to de- 
cide decisively on his character, because he understood 
French without speaking it, and I was nearly in the 
eame situation with respect to English; I was, there- 
fore, less able to converse with him myself than to listen 
to his discourses with those whose political talents were 
greater than my own. The boldness of his conceptions, 
the originality of his style, the striking truths which he 
boldly throws out in the midst of those whom they 
offend, must necessarily have produced great effects; 
but I should think ^iisn bett^ qualified to scatter, if I 
may be allowed the expression, the flames of conflagra* 
tion, than to discuss pi^mafry principles or prepare the 
formation of Government." 

GBNXftAI. WASHIlfGTOilC'S ALLOWANCE OP GkOO TO HIS GAB- 

DKNKR.— G. W. P. Ou3tis,in hU " Becollections of Washington," 
gives a copy of a contract, written in Washington's own hand, be- 
tween George Washington and Philip Barton, his gardener, 
lifter the osaal clauses, it provides that the said Barton << will not, 
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*i any tisne, #oS^ bunsell to be disgoiiMl wHk Jif#>7« cxeept on 
terms hereafter mentioned." After enumeraiiai; the elotliing, eto^, 
to be furnished, it further says, he was to be allowed **fbur dollar© 
at Christmas, with which he may be drunk foof days and fonr 
nights. Also, two dollars at Whitsuntide to be drank two days ; 
also a dram in the morning, and a drink of grog at dinner at 
noon." 



BEV. GEORGE CBOLT, 

In his "Life of George IV/' thuB speaks of Thomas 
Paine: 

"An impartial estimate of this i:emarkable person has 
been rarely formed, and still more rarely expressed. He 
was, assuredly, one of the original men of the age in 
which he lived. " It has been said that he owed success 
to vulgarity. No one competent to judge, could read a 
page of his 'Eights of Man,' without seeing that this is 
a clumsy misrepresentation. There is a peculiar origi^- 
nality in his style of thought and expression, his diction 
is not vulgar or illiterate, but nervous, simple, and 
scientific. Others have said of him, with more truth, 
that he owed his popularity to the hardihood with which 
he proclaimed and vindicated his errors. Paine, like 
the young Spartan, waxriij^atrentiute the field stripped 
bare to the last thread of prudent conventional disgoiBe ; 
and thus not only fixed the gaze of men upon his Intr^ 
pid singularity, but exhibited the vigor of his facnities 
in full play. His ambition seemB to havo been that of 
an eccentric, well-intentioned desperado.^ 

«* I consider myself in the hands of my Creator, and that he wift 
dispose of me after this life consistently with his Justice and good- 
ness. I leave all these matters to Him as my Croator and friend, 
and I hold it to be presumption in man to make an article of faith 
as to what the Creator will do with us hereafter.'* — [Thos. Paine' s 
" Thou^htdtm a Future State. '') 
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*'1%oiigk Hallux k g^, poUto, tad g«iieroiis Abroad, she ii sul- 
len, rude and niggardly at hoine: i*etarn the visit and she admits 
yott witii iJl the suspicion of a miser, and all the reluctance of an 
antiquated beauty retired to replenish her charms. Bred up in 
an^edilitvlaik notions, she has not yet acquired the European taste 
of reodvinif viiilsnta in her dretsing-rooBi ; she locks and bolts up 
her i^iyate recesses with extraordinary care, as if not onlj re- 
solved to preserve her hoards hut to conceal her age, and hide the 
remains of a face that was young and lovely in the days of Adam. 
He that would view Katore in her undress, and partake of her in- 
ternal treasures; fiitSlt pfdceed With the resolution of a robber, if 
noiA ravisher. She gives no invitation to follow her to the cavern. 
The external earth makes no proclamation of the interior stores, 
but leaves to chance and industry the discovery of the whole. In 
such gifts as nature can annually re-create, she is noble and pro- 
fiise, aAd eHertains the whole world with the interests of heir for^ 
tunes, but Watches over the capital with the care of a miser, fi^ 
gold and Jewels lie concealed in the earth, in caves of utter dark- 
ness ; the hoards of wealth, heaps upon heaps, mould in the chests, 
like the riches of a necronumcer's cell. It must be very pleasant 
to an adventurous speculist to make excursions into these Gothic 
regions; and in his travels he may possibly ccmie to a cabinet 
locked up in some rocky vault, whose treasures shall reward his 
toil, and enable him to shine, on his return, as splendidly as nature 
herself.'* — ( Wriiten Jy Paine for the " Pennsylvania MagoMine.") 



J0ELBABLOW, 

The po0t, patriot tod stateBnIan; an intiinate friend <i 
P^ipe, says: 

. " He was one oif the most benevolent and disintereatea 
of mankind^ €|;adowed with the cleareat perception^ an 
uncommon share of original genius, and the greatest 
depth of thomght. ♦ * ♦ ♦ 

"He ought to be ranked among the brightest and un- 
deviating luminaries of the age in which he lived. 

"As a visiting acquaintance and a literary friend, lie 
was one of the most instructive men I ev^ have known. 
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He bhd a surprising memory and a brilliant &ncy. His 
mind was a storehouse of facts and useful observations. 
He was full oi lively anecdote, and ingenious^ original, 
pertinent remark upon almost every subjeet« ♦ * * 

<^He was always charitable ti^ the poe/r beyond his 
meanS; a sure protector and a friend to all Americans in 
distress that he found in foreign countries^ and he bad 
frequent occasion to exert his influence in {^*otecting 
them during the Kevolution in France. * * * 

"His writingii will answer for his patriotism." * * 

** In a great affair, where the good of man ia at stake, I love to 
work fat tiothing ; and so fully am I under the influence of this 
principltBi, that I shoald lose the spirit, the pleasure, -asd the prido 
of it, were I conscious that I looked for reward.; — (Tkoma$ Pome) 



An autbor, critic and Kterary editor of great ability, in 
an article on Muir, tbe Scotch Eefbrmer^ published in 
the Philadelphia Ptess, said: 

<< Holding tke belief that Faine's theologieal voi^s 
had mudi better never have been written^ we oannot 
ignore the fktit that be w«s.<mi» of 4^e. ablest politicians 
ef his time, and that liberal minds, all over the world, 
reoogmaed him ».sudi. Tke pubMcation' of bis ^ fii^ts 
of Man,' While the French Revolution was proceedings 
had so greatly alarmed Pitt, and the other members of 
tlie British' Governnrent, that a state proseeutien was 
eommeaeed to erosb btmself 'and his book/' 



BEV. JEDEDIAH MOSSE, 

la his ^'Annals of the American Revolution," says: 

<< A pampblety Hnder the signature of < Common Sense,^ 
written by Thomas Paine, produced a great effect* 
3* 
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While H itenumstrtttes the m tte mmn ty, tbe adTantAgofl, 
and the praotiosbility of Independence^ it treata kingly 
goremment with opprobrium; and herediti^ aueoessioB 
with ridicule. The ebange of the public aiiiKl on titit 

** Those who expect to reap the bleMings of freedom^ must, like 
men, undergo the fittiguef of supporting it We fight not to en-* 
•IfTTe, hot If set a oeuntry tree,"— {The 0ri$i9, Jfo. 4.) 



WILLIAM COBBETT, 

JLuthor of a "History of the Beformatkm/' and aeveral 
o^er wdrics, and at one time a violent oppoiieat of Tlioi« 
Paine, "sayS; in his "Paper agalnet Gold": 

"In principles of finM^ee^ Mr. Paine was deeply 
skilled; ^ind to his v^ry gr^ ai^d ra4r# talenjta as a 
writer, he added an uncommon degree of experience in 
the oonoerlis of paper money. «" « <» Eyents havb 
proved/ tJie truti^ of his principles on tkis subject, and 
to point out the &ct is no m<nre than an act of justics 
due to Ua talents, and mi act more partioulariy due at 
Iffy hands, Ikaving been <me of his mogt vMmA '^ossaikMUJ' 

In his ^'PoHtioal Register,'' he oonfbisod timt, 

"Old age having laid his hand upoli this troly gi^i* 
man, this truly philosophical poUUoiaii^ at his expiring 
flambeKu I li^^ited my taper.'^ 

fie also says: 

*a saw Paine Ji^ pomtmf the uuy, and then kadift^ 
a nation through perils «nd dittcullies of wiX sorts t* 
Independence, and, to lasting liberty, prosperity, and 
greatness." 

** The word of God is the creation we behold: and it is in thif 
word, which no human invention can counterfeit or alter, that Cw 
epeaketh unlrertally toman."— -(T'Aof. Pam^9 djfkef M mm n, f' ^* 
PhiladelpkmeSHm.) 
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The distinguished French statesman, in 1791, upon the 
appearance of Paine's "Eights of Man" in France, thus 
wrote : 

"Mr. Thomas Paine is one of those men who most 
contributed t^ the establishment of a BepnfoUo in 
America. In England, his ardent love of humanity, and 
his hatred of every form of tyranny^ prompted him to 
defend the French Eevolution against the rhapsodical 
declamation of Mr. Burke. His ' Eighte of Man,' trans- 
lated into our lai^guage, is universally known, and 
where is the patriotic Frenchman who has not already, 
from the depths of his soul, thanked him for having for- 
tified our cause with all the power of his reason and 
his reputation. It is with great pleitsure that I embrace 
this occasion to offer him a tribute of my thapkiulness 
and profound esteem, for the truly pfail^nthrophic use 
he makes of his dktinguisli^d talents." 



BAXOEL ADAMS, 

One of the most bold and sturdy patriots of the revolu- 
tion, and a signer of the Declaration of Independence' 
in 1802, in a letter to Paine, lamenting the publication 
of the " Age of Eeason,^' says : 

" I have firequently, with pleasure, reflected on your 

services to my native and your adopted country. Your 

/Common S^nse/ and your *Criea«' lAnqtues^oaai^ly 

awakened the public mind, and led the people loudly to 

call for a Declaration of our I^^ational Inde^pendence." , 
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ARTBXJR O^COSHEB 

Wrote the following lines, had them printed, and dis- 
tributed them himseH^ on his way to imprisonment at 
Port George, in 1798: 



" The pomp of courts and pride of kings, 
I prize beyond ail earthly things; 
I love my country, — but the king, 
Above all men, his praise I sing; 
The royal banners are displayed 
And may success the standard aid. 

II. 

" I fain would banish far from hence 
The Bights of Man and Common Sense, 
Confusion to his odious reign, 
That foe to princes — Thomas Paine! 
Defeat and Euin seize the cause 
Of France, her liberties and laws." 

(Bead the first line oi the seepiid vvrse immediately 
after the first line of the first verse — the second line of 
the second verse, after the second line of the first, and 
thus continue throughout to connect the corresponding 
lines of each verse — having previously read them in the 
usual manner. The two modes of reading will be found 
ingeniously to convey distinct and opposite meanings.) 



An American girl once observed of M^ Paine, that, 
''His head was like an orange — it had a separate ^mrt^ 
ment for everything it contained." 
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WTTiTiTAM HOWIRi 

In <'CaB8eirs Illustrated History of England," says: 

" There was no man in the Colonies, nevertheless, who 
contributed so much to bring the open Declaration of 
Independence to a crisis, as Thomas Paine, the cele- 
brated author of <The Eights of Man,' and the 'Age 
ofEeason/'' *** 

" This Pamphlet (Common Sense) was the spark which 
was all that was needed to fire the train of Independence. 
It at once seized on the imagination of the public; cast 
all other writers into the shade, and flew in thousands 
and tens of thousands all over the Colonies. * * * During 
the winter and spring, this lucid and admirably reasoned 
pamphlet was read and discussed everywhere, and by 
all classes, bringing the conviction that immediate in- 
dependence was necessary. The common fire blazed 
up in the Congress, and the thing was done. • * ♦ • He 
(Paine) became the great oracle on subjects of govern- 
ments and constitutions, and contrived, both by personal 
exertions and through the press, to urge on the utter 
separation of the Colonies from the mother country." 

" Ship Building is America's greatest pride, in whieh, she will, 
in time, excel the whole world.'' — {FaitWa ** Common Saue") . 



lA tkAf -^Mfatoiy of me Clnit^ States," «ajrs r 
' *«Bnrfly in ihiB yhATiilH) Thoinas Paine, a recent 
emigrant to Ameriofl, and editor of l^e Ptnn$yiV€ma 
Ifajr^mne, published a pamphlet, called < Common Sense,' 
which spoke at once the secret sentiment of the people. 
It went direct to the point, showing, in the simplest but 
strongest latigiiag^ the folly of keeping up the British 
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I TO DfiteBMBiK AM BMKM, mi|;ht Well reaort %o all 
the aids of art m acoompluihiiig hm sUipendouB task. * 
♦ ♦ • Paiod's brawny arm applied the torch which set 
the country in a flame, to be eztin^ished only by the 
i^tinqukfament of Britiedi fifspremaey, and for this, 
irrespeetive of his motiree and character, hb mmsTQ 

THB <»A11TV»B Off EYJB&Y AuMMIVAM" 



SAMUEL BBTAir, 

Secretary to Council of Censors on Pennsylvania Con- 
stitution, 1776; said : 

" This book, ' Common Sense/ may be called the book 
of Genesis, for it was the beginning. From this book 
sprang the Declaration of Independence, that not only 
laid the foundation of liberty in our own country, but 
the good of mankind throughout the world." 



CHABLES PHTTiTiTPS, 

The eloquent Irish barrister, wrote the following beau- 
tiftil tribute to Paine. It may be found in his "Loves 
of Celestine and St. Hub^*t:'' 

"Among these, there was one whom I could not hdp 
viewing with peculiar admii^rtion, because, by the sole 
power of surprising genius, he had surmounted the dis- 
advantages of l»rth and the dii&cultied of fortune. It 
was the celebrated Thiwias Paii^, a man who, no mat- 
ter what may be the difltereBoe of opinion as to his prin- 
mj^s, must ever remain a proud example of mind, un- 
patoomsed and ttssupported, eclipsing the Petitions 
beams of rank, and wealth, and pedigree I I nev^ saw 
him in his captirUy, or heard tW revilings by which he 
has ^oe bean aasaUed, witli^at eoraiQig in my heart 
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that ungenei!g«li8 If^llng "^ItHh; c^W taHie neeemitiefl 
of genius, is clamorous in tho publication of its defects. 
* ♦ ♦ ♦ * Ye great ones of his nation I ye pretended 
moralists, so forward now to east your interested indig- 
nation upon the memory of Taine, where were you in 
the day of his adversity? which of you, to assist his in- 
fant merit, would diminish even the surplus of your 
debaucheries f where the mitred charity — ^the practical 
religion? Consistent declaimers, rail on! What, though 
Ms geni^ was thergifl 6f hmw9%n, his heart the adtiar of 
ffiendehip! Wh«t, thou^ wit mid eloqmenee, and an* 
ecdote flowed freely from his tongue, while conviction 
made her voice his messenger! What, though thrones 
trembled, and prejudiee fled, and ^eedomi came at his 
command ! He dared to question tlie creed which you, 
believing, contradicted, and to despise the ratnk whic^ 

you, hoasting of, debased.' ** 

I 1 1 1 1 I 

PAUL AUiENt 

In his "History of the American Revolution," says: 

"Among the numerous writers on this momentous 
quesftion, the most luminous, the most eloquent, and the 
most foitjible, was Thomas Paine. His pamphlet, enti- 
tled ' Common Sense,' was not only read, but understood, 
by everybody. It contained plain and simple truths, 
told in a style and language that came home to the 
heart of every man; and those who regard the inde- 
pendence of the United States as a blessing, will never 
cease to cherish the remembrance of Thomas Paine. 
Whatever may have bedn hit* subsequent career — ^in 
wha^ver light hts mitral or iioUg^nis prim^ipljes ^^ajty. be 
regarded, it should never be forgotten ih^i to Uak, more 
than to any single individ?ial^ was owing the ra{Hd dif- 
ifosion of those sentimenta and feelings which produced 

the act of separation flrom Gai<»it Britain/' 

4 ... 
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In his "Life of Edmund Burke/' says: 

"A pamphlet, entitled ' Common Sense/ published by 
Thomas Paine, afterwards bo £Eimous in Europe, contri- 
buted yery much to the ratification of the independ- 
ence of America." * * * 

In hi»<< History of tJ^ Beigp ^ Q^orge IXI/' Himefi 

" Iliomto Paiiie ww MpriBe«it#d (m Ea^nii) m ikm 
minisler of Gied^ difhsriiig li^^t to a darkened world/' 



BicaaukBB hudbeih, 

In his "History of iim XJnitod States/' says: 

" No little excitement wa» prodttoed by the publiai- 
tion, in Philadelphia, abovt this time, (1776) of * Com- 
mon Sense/ a panq^te^ by <rtKmta»-Paine. * * * • 
It argued in. thai plain imd convinoiBg style, for which 
Paine ^a^ so distinguished, the folly of any longer 
attempting to keep up tb# British connection, and the 
absolute necessity of ii fin«l and formal sepiuration. 
Pitched exactly to th& popular tone^ it had a wide cir- 
cula^on tlfiroughout.the Qolonies, an4 gave a powerful 
impulse to the ci»tsa of in^di^^dence/' 



THOMAS CUO BICKMAir, 

Authoi* of ^ mtnAet* oT po^fis> iales and political 
pamj^hlMs', says : 

" Why seek occ^sidfis, surly critics and detractors, to 
maltreat and misrepresent Mr. J* altae ? He was mild, 
unoffending, sincel^, getxtle, humble, and unassuming; 
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kifi taletttA wdM fiMritig^ Mtttfli fvdftand, jextemiTO ftui 
original; and he possessed that charity which covers 
a multitude of sins/' 

** I ever feel mytelf hurt when I hear the Union, that great 
palladium of our liberty and 4iaietj> jthe least irrever^itly Bpoken 
of. Our citizenship in the United Ststes is our national character, 
our citizenship in any particular Stake is only our local distinetion. 
Our great litle KAmerieaiu, our iniiBripraae variee with theplaoe..'* 
^Tk<mta$ Painey the Crirify £1^ XV.) 



W. H. B ABlXiEIT, 

In his "Histoty'of'iii* ^ii^fMLmr>f America/ 
says: 

"It was at this critical period, while this feeling, 
though inoperative, yet lingered in the minds of the 
people, and when, although the thing itself had become 
familiarized to most minds as equally necessary and de- 
sirable, every <Mie held back from boldly pronouncing the 
word Independence, that there appeared a pamphlet 
called ' Common Sense,' written by Thomas Paine, the 
celebrated author of the < Eights of Man/ who had re- 
cently emigrated from England, and ardently embraced 
the American cause. Perceiving the hesitation in the 
public mind^ he set himself to the work of dissipating it 
by a clear and ccmvincing statement of the actual positioii 
of affairs. He plainly exposed the impossibility of a last- 
ing reconciliation with Bng^mAp ^nd ^hoi^ed that md^ 
pendenoe had not only become the only safe or honor- 
able coort^y but that it 4m a» pvaoticable as it was 
desirable. » • • • Thas pamphlet, written in a 
popular and convinoimg ityle^ and expressly adapted to 
the state of public ^Mling, produced an indescribable 
sensation. The ice was now broken; those who, 
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aMioi^^ eonvine^d, had liith«rto heM back, caoie boldly 
forwwd, while many who had halted between two opi- 
nions now yielded to the force of necessity and un- 
braced the popular side." 

'*It is only by acting in union that the usurpations of foreign 
nations on the freedom of trade can be counteracted, and security 
extended to the commerce of America. And when we view a flag; 
whieh, to the eye, is beautifhl, and to contemplate its rise and 
origin, inspires a sensation of sublime delight, our national honor 
must unite with our interest to prevent ii^ury to tiie one, or insult 
to the other."— (Thomas Fam$i " The CWsii," Jfo. XVI.) 



VSLSQSHW.tRAMOSBf 

Of New York, said : 

"No work had the demand for readers comparable to 
that of Paine. ^ The Age of Beason' on its first appear- 
ance in New York was printed as an orthodox book, by 
orthodox publishers, doubtless deceived by the vast re- 
nown which the author of * Common Sense' had ob- 
tained:" 



" Hifl (Paine's) career was wonderflil, even for the 
age of miraculous events he lived in. In America he 
was a revolutionary hero of the first rank, who carried 
letters in his pocket from George Washington thanking 
him for his Berviees ; and he managed besides to write 
his name in large letters in the history of England and 
Prance."— (Aflanttc Menady, vol. iv, jp. 18.) 

" The Pemocratio moTementof the last eighty years, 
be it a < finality' or only a phase of progress towards a 
more perfect state, is the gnmd historical fact of modem 
times, and Paine's name is intimately connected with 
\V'—{lbid,p,n.) 
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nbf J. F. LOSSINO 

Says : " It (Common Sense) was the earliest and most 
powerful appeal in behalf of independence, and probably 
did more to fix that idea firmly in the public mind than 
any other instrumentality.^ — (Field Book of Bevclution, 
vo«.ii,i).274.) 

" The flame of desire for absolute independence glow- 
ed in every patriot bosom at the beginning of 1776, 
and the vigorous paragraphs of ' Comjnon S en se/ and kin- 
dred publicaUQiX9| laboring with the voice of impas- 
sioned oratory at every pubUc ^thering of the people, 
uncapped the voloano." — (Ibid, p. 277.) 

** It i« fmVf in the creAtion that all ^ur ideas and conceptions of a 
word of God can nnite. ^e oreatioii speaketh a uniyersal lan- 
guage, independently of hunsian speeek, or hnman language, multi- 
plied and various as they be. It is an ever existing original which 
every man can read. It cannot be forged ; it cannot be counter- 
felted ; it cannot be lost ; it cannot be ahered ; it cannot be sup- 
pressed. It does not depend mpon the will of man whether it shall 
be published or not ; it publishes itself from one end of the earfh 
to the other. It preaches to all nations and to all worlds, and this 
word of €k)d reveals to man all that is necessary for man to know 
of €k)d. Do we want to contemplate his power ? We see it in the 
immensity of the creation. Bo we want to contemplate his wis- 
dom ? We see it in the unchangeable order by which the incom- 
prehensible whole is governed. Do 'we want to contemplate his 
munificence ? Wj- 4^ iVin the ^J^undance with which he fills the 
earth. Do we ami to contetfip!flle ilts me^f ? We see it in his 
not wiihhjolding th^t abundance evea itooL the unthankful/^ 
(Paine'B "4^ oj iUmeoH," pa^ 26.) 



A prominent poet of the Eevolution, and, of course, like 
Ramsay, Allen, Botta, Gordon, <aad olbftra^ ^ted in ^is 
4* 
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little work, a cot«mporsiy of Thonue Paine, pays the 
following eloquent and Rowing tribute to that remark- 
able man : 

^ Long live the man, in early eomteat found. 
Who spoke his heart when dastards trembled round ; 
Who, fired with more than Greek or Boman rage, 
Flashed truth on tyrants from his manly page — 
Immortal Paine! whose pen surprised we saw. 
Could fashion Empires while it kindled awe. ' 

When first with awM front to crush her foes, 
All bright in glittering arms, Columhia rose, 
From thee our sons the generous mandate took. 
As if from Heaven some oracle had spoke ; 
And when thy pen revealed the grand dengn, 
' Tw(i9 done — Cohunbia's liberty ifras thine." 

'* It is certain that, in one point, all nations of the earth and_all 
religions agree ; all belieye in a God ; the things in which they, dis- 
agree are the redundancies annexed to that belief; and, therefore, 
if ever an universal religion should prevail, it will not he believing 
aaything ntw, but getting rid of redundancies, and h^eving as 
num first believed. Adam, if ever there was tpch a man, was 
created a Deist; but in the meantime let every iptm follow, as he 
has a right to do, the religion and worship he .prefers*" — i4s^^ 
Meaaon, p. 58.) 



JAMES CHEETHAM, 

The notorious apostate, speaking of whose "Life of 
Paine," a Christian cotemporary* of his remarked, "t^ 
have every reason to believe it is a libsl almost from 
BBOiNNiNG TO BND," is Compelled to admit, speaking of 
Paine's ' Common Sense/ thfati (See "Life of Paine," pp. 
46-6.) 



# Solomon BouOmkk. 
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«Thi« pamfdilet, of 40 oct»vo pages, hiding oat t^ 
lief by propooing iNDEPBKDSif ob to an oppressed and 
despairing people, was pubHsked in January, 1776. 
Speaking a language which the Colonists had fdLt but 
not thought, its popularity, terrible in its consequences 
to the parent country,, was unexampled in the history 
of the press. At first, involving the Col<Mii^*s, it was 
thought, in tiie crime of rebellion! and pointing to a 
road leading inevitably to ruin, it was read with indig- 
nation, and alarm, but when the re^er, (mkL everybody 
Teskd it) reeoveraig from the finst shock, reperused it, its 
arguments, nourishiiig his fee^Jigs and appealing to his 
pride, re-animated his hopes and satisfied his under- 
standing, that 'Common Sense,' backed by the resources 
and forces of the Colonies, poor and feeble as they were, 
could alone rescue them from the unqualified oppression 
with which they were threatened." "His pen was an 
appendage to the army of Independence as necesaary 
and as formidable as its cannon. Having no property 
ho fared as the army fared. * ♦ ♦ When the Colo- 
nists drooped, he revived them with a 'Crisis.' The 
object of it WHS good, the irtethod- excellent, and the 
language suited to the depressed spirits of the army." 
— (Ii\fe cf Faine, page 55.) 



JAMES THOMPSOir CALLElffDEB, 

In 'his "Sketches of the History of America," says: 
(1798.) 

"On titles Thomas Fame has written with great suc- 
cess; and this is ono reason why the friends of orddr 
hate him. Abuse of this author is now as naturally 
expected in a federal newspaper as tea and chocolate in 
a grocer's store. To such things compare two resoja- 
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tionii of Om^eas ^ the 26th Augast, mad Sd October, 
1785. In o^nseqaence of his 'eftriy^ uBBoHeited^ and 
oontinned.labors in expUining and enforcing ike prin- 
tkflem of the late Revolution^ hj ingonioiiB and timefy 
pablioatioM, upon the natnre of libcirty and ciTil gcn^em- 
ment/ ihey direct the board of treasmy to pay him 
three thousand dollars. This atl«s4lati6n outweighs tibe 
clamor of the mz per cent, oratofs. They 4reHuiy Atf 
refTile, and, if aUe, they wonM persecute ISionas 
Pttne, because be possesses talents and eonrage soM- 
eiefit to Tssd assnndee the mantle of t^ecnlationy and to 
deliaeate the rickety growth iof :OQr pnUic debt.'^ 

* # # * <*WiBhingje m%y always fullysnduBinterriqptecUj 
enjoy every civfl and religious right; and be in your turn the 
means of securing it to others, but that the example which ye have 
unwisely set, of mingling religion with politics, may be dlsavotoed 
ttndreprobatedbyitYKViY mhe^bUanl of America ** — {Paine^B ** Address 



CHABUBS BOTTAt 

An Italian patriot, historian, and phyBician, whaftmght 
for American Independence, and who must bave^'becn 
a good judge of the influence and merits of Paine's 
writings, says : 

" At this ^f^obf^i^ajr^ ^?!?*^S5^^^^ft^ ' Common 
Sense f it was the production o? Thomas raine, born in 
Ibigland, and arrived not tong befere in America, ifo 
writer, perhaps, ever possessed, in a higher degree, the 
art ai moving and guiding the multitude at his will. It 
may be affirmed, in effect, tibatthis work was one of the 
most poweirM instruments of American Independe<M»- 
The author endeavored, with veiy plausible argumeitts, 
to demowBtrate that the opposition of paHies, ^e div^- 
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Bity o£ interests, the arrogance of the Brkish Govern- 
ment^ and its ardent thirst of vengeance, rendered all 
reconciliation impossible. On the other hand, he en- 
larged upon tSe necessity, utility, and possibility of Iit- 
dependence. * * * The success of this writing of 
Paine cannot be described." 

«*0! ye thftt love mankind ! ye that dare oppose, not only the 
tyrftiua^, but th^ tyrant, s^d forth I Byery spot in the old world 
ia overrufi with oppresaiotu Freedom hath been hunted round the 
Globe, Asia and Africa have long expelled her. Europe regards 
her like a stranger, and England ha^th given her warBing to defiarl 
O ! receive the fUgitive, and prepare in time an aiylwii for num- 
Vind."— (Poin«*« " Chmmon Sen$e,'*j 



THOMAS OASFET, 

In his "History of England," says: 

"At this period the celebrated Thomas Paine had 
entered upon his career as a public writer. In January, 
1776, his pamphlet, entitled ^Common Sense,' appeared. 
That able production has been said to have been the 
joint composition of Paine, Br. Franklin, Mr. Samuel 
and John Adams. Paine, however, denies that they in 
any way direqtly assisted him ; to the two latter gentle- 
men he was not known at the time. He had been in^ 
iroduced to Franklin in England. ***** 
Paine was originally a member of the Society of Friends, 
and brought up as a staymaker at Thetibrd. Sufasa- 
quently he obtained a situation in the exchie, but I^it 
to become an assistant in a school; he became an ejd- 
ciseman again, and a pamphlet which he wrote caused 
him to be noticed by Franklin, who advised him to Yisrt 
America. 'Common Sense' opened with reflections on 
the origin and design of government, and it then pro- 
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ceeded ^^?4ih a -vigoroaB hand to -espoM tibe abides wluo1» 
had crept into the English system. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ The 
clear and powerful style of Pidne made a prodigious 
impression on the American people. * * *. * * 
He was treated with great consideration hy the mem- 
bers of the Kevolutionary Government, who took no stef 
of importance without consulting himJ* 

"The world may know, that as fkr as we appw>ve of 
monarchy, in America the law is king.*' — (OomMon i^nse, 



STEPHrar SIMFSOV, 

Author of a "Life of Stephen Girard," &c., says, in his 
"Lives of Washington and Jefferson with a Parallel:" 

"To these followed pamphlets and essays; among 
which stood in bold and prominent relief, distingai^hed 
for its eloquence, patriotism, and energy, the 'Qonimon 
Sense' of Thomas Paine; which, combining great force 
of language, and power of argument with an irte^lettibli& 
array of facts and principles, too obvious to be d^oi^ 
and too reasonable to be confuted, carried conviction to 
every mind at the same time that they unlisted ttie 
most ardent Ifeelings in the cause of liberty and mi^ 
pendence; agitating the calm and temperate with a 
glowing love of country, and infusing iireslstiblQ.en^ilr 
siasm into the bosoms of t^ ardent cham^ns of tJ^ 
'B^ts of Man/ * * * XoioidJa^B stylQ, fw^ibh 
in his diction, and happy in his illustrations, he threw 
the charms of poetry over ti^e statue of reason, and 
made converts to liberty as if a power of fascination pre^ 
sided over his pen. * * ♦ The writings of Thomas 
Paxne have been admitted to have had more influen<)« 
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in the accompUslimeiit of the separation of the Colonies 
from the Mother Country than any other cause. * * 
To the genius of Thomas Paine, as a popular writer, and 
to that of George Washington, as a prudent, skillful, and 
consummate general, are the American people indebted 
for their rights, liberties and independence. The high 
opinion of Paine, entertained by Washington, and pub- 
licly expressed by the latter, sheds fVesh lustre on the 
incomparable merits of the great leader of the Army of 
the RoTolutiott,'' 



BAINES, THE HISTOBIAN, 

In his "Wars of the Kevolution," says, speaking of the 
influence of Paine's political writings in England : 

"As the current of popular opinion did not flow in the 
same direction as the favor of the Court, a pamphlet^ 
entitTed tbe^ 'R%hts of AUv,' i% ^hlah jB^ntiim^nta of an 
opposite kind were maintained with peculiar asperity 
and animadversion, was read and circulated in such a 
teanner as to alarm the administration. Editions were 
multix^lied in every fbrm and size; it was alike seen in 
tlie hands c^the noble and of the plebeian, and became, 
ttt length, translated into the various languages of Eu- 
rope. The cabinet council soon after issued a proclama- 
^^on against < wicked and seditious libels,' prosecutions 
were commenced with a zeal unknown under the go- 
vernment of the reigning family; and it was reserved 
for the singular fortune of an unlettered man, after 
contributing by one publication to the establishment of 
a transatlantic republic in North America, to introduce, 
with astonishing e^eot, the doctrines of democratic go- 
vernment into the flrst states of Europe," 
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HmotTawjsyfiov, 

In hiB "History of the United States," says: 

"A pamphlet, entitled < Common Sense/ written hy 
Thomas Paine, arguing, in plain language, the advan- 
tage and necessity of Independence, effected a complete 
revolution in the feelings and sentiments of the great 
mass of the people/' 

"The Almighty Lecturer, by displaying the principle* <rf«ci«nee 
in the structure of the universe, has invited man to stody aaid td 
imitation. It is as if He had said to the inhabitants of this globe, 
that we call ours, *I have made an earth for man to dwell upon, 
and I have rendered the starry heavens visible to teach him science 
and the arts. He can now provide for his own comfort, ani> 

LSARir FROM MX MUKIFICBNOE TO Al'l. %0 BX KJRH) TO XACH 

OTHER.* "—{Paine's " Age of Reas(m,^*Y ^^0 ' 



FRANCIS OLDTS, <6eoige Cbalmem,) 

In his " Life of Paine," says : 

^'Notwithstanding the reviews of criticism, our author 
received the applanse of party. Nay, Philology came, 
in the person of Home Tookc, who found omfc his retreai 
after some eoaqniry, to mingle her ocmlial coagcatate^ 
tftons with the tiianks of greater pow^^ ^ Ym <mi 
Mkid he, ^ liht Jme, comiHff d&ton upon us in a ihmpear ff 
goW 

, "If there is a sin superior to every other, it is that of wilful and 
offensive war. Most othe^ sins are circumscribed within various 
limits, that is, the power of cne man cannot give them a very 
general extension, but he who is the author of war, lots loose the 
whole contagion of hell, and opens a vein that bleeds a nation to 
death."— («♦ 77U CWti*," Ko. 5,) 
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OAPEL LOITT, 

An English barrister, poet and miscellaneous writer, 
made use of the following language, in a letter to T. C. 
Hickman, in 1795, after strongly criticising the "Age of 
Beason ;" 

"I am glad Paine is living: he cannot be even wrong 
without enlightening mankind; such is the vigor of his 
intellect, such the acuteness of his research, and such 
the force and vivid perspicuity of his expression/' 



ALEXANDER ANDBEWS, 

In his "History of British Journalism," says: 

*^Soon after this Thomas Paine's pamphlet, published 
at irregular periods, but all numbered and paged like 
newspapers, and named the 'American Crisis,' appeared, 
and first pronounced the words which had been falter- 
ing upon so many bland^ed lips, and trembling tongues 
of men who shuddered as they saw the only alternative 
• more plainly — Independence and Separation." 

« » ♦ « t< In my religious publications my endeavors have 
been directed to bring man to a right use of the reason that .God 
has given him ; to impress on him the great principles of divine 
mofrality, Joatic^B, mercy, and a benevolent disposition to all men, 
and to all oraatttvee, aad to inspire in him a spirit of trust, confix 
4m«m^ wmI ooBsolatibn in bis Qreator, undiackled by the <fiiUes of 
books prateadjng to be tho worJL of God/' — (Tkomaa Pia4m*) 



BOHD, 

An English Surgeon, who was confined in the Luxem- 
bourg prison in Pari* at the same time Paine was, and 
5 
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who disagreed wijOi Ula Si IsCiOx ptSdiioul and theologi- 
cal matters, asserts that : 

" Mr Paine, while hourly expecting to die, read to me 
parts of his *Age of Eeason,' and every night when I 
left him to be separately locked up, and expected not to 
see him alive in the morning, he always expressed his firm 
belief in the principles of that book, and begged I woidd 
tell the world such were his dying opinions. He often 
said that if he lived he should prosecute further that 
work and print it/' 

Mr. Bond has frequently observed, says Bickman, the 
poet, that Paine was — 

^^ The most conscientious man he ever knew.'' 

« My path \h a fight line, tB s^ttaigltt find iA&:t to me as a ray of 
light. The boldness (if they will haTe it «o) with whioh I ipoKk 
on any subject, is a compliment to the pei^son X address ; it is like 
saying to him, t treat you as a man, and npt as a child. With re- 
spect to any worldly object, as it is impossible to discover any in me, 
therefore what I do, and my manner of doing it, ought to be ascribed 
to a good motiYe.**-^{Thofna8 Ptdne ) 



WILLIAM SMTTRE, 

In his "Lectures on Modem History," speaking of tiie 
"American Eevolution," says: 

"You will now observe the arguments that were used; 
you wijl see them in the very celebrated pamphlet of 
Paine— his 'Common Sense' — a pamphlet whose ^feot 
was »ieh that it was quite a feature in this mMtoraUe 
contest. You may now read it, and wonder how a per- 
formance not marked, as you may at first sight suppose, 
with any particular powers of eloquence could possibly 
produce effects so striilroig, • ». ♦ » The pamphlet 
of Paine was universally read and admired in America, 
and is said to have contributed most materially to the 
TOlet^ Independence, passed by Coftgress in 1776/' 
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BEY. ABIEL HOLMES, 

In liis "Annals of America/* says: 

'^'A pamphlet, under the signature of ^Common 
Sense/ written by Thomas Paine, produced great effect. 
Wkil^ it <i^i!»wistoi*6d tti© neeesfti^, the ^dwwU^^i 
and the practicability of Independence, it treated kingly 
government with opprobrium, and hereditary succession 
witli ridicule. The change of the public mind on this 
occasion is wiiihout a parallel/* 



GXnXLATJIlUB TBIiL VOXftUSIK, 

I9 l^U work esEititled "TheITnit«d States; its Power an4 
Pro^?e0s/* says of the infloan^a o( Paine^s writings : 

<< The condition of affiiirs day by day assumed a gi^ver 
ai^eet. The unequal struggle between England and 
the still growing Colonies gave a decided preponder- 
aiiice to ideas of Independence. Several remarkable 
productions seemed to favor this enthusiasm. That of 
Thomas Paine, entitled 'Common Sense,' exerted an 
overpowering influence. It rendered the sentiment of 
Independence national; and Congress, being the organ 
of public opinion, soon prepared to adopt this sentiment. 
By the resolution of the 8th of May, 1776, each Colony 
was requested to reject all authority emanating from 
the British Crown, and to establish a form of govern- 
men,t th<it would accord with the particular interest of 
l^adi State, and with that of the whole Confederation." 



'< Paine also wrote a series of political pamphlets 
eajled * The Crisis/ which were admirably adapted to 
the state of the times, and ^hich did much toward 
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keeping alive ihe spirit of determfoed rebellion against 
the unjust government of Great Britain." — Benjamin F. 
Lossingy in his Field Book of the Bevolution, Vol. II, page 
274, Note, 

AFPLETOirS CTCLOPiEDIA OF BIOOBAFHT 

Says: 

<'He (Paine) then pabliahed his celebrated pamphlet, 
'Common Sense/ which, being written wKih'^?eat vigor 
and addressed to a highly excited population, had a 
prodigious sale, and undoubtedly accelerated the famous 
Declaration of iBdependene^ -♦ * *^ * He arrived 
in Calais, in September, 1792. The garrison at Calais 
were under arms to receive this 'Mend ei liberty ,^ th€> 
tri-colpred cockade was presented to him by the mayor, 
and ihe handsomtest woman in the towawas selected to 
place it in bis hat. Keantime Paine had been declared 
in Paris worthy of the honors of citizenship, and he 
proceeded thither, where he was received with every 
demonstration of extravagant joy." 



"Washington's retreat to Trenton was a compulsive 
one. * ♦ * I do not believe that even a number of 
^ The Crisis ' could have saved the American army and 
cause from annihilation, if Howe had be^i an active 
^nd perlfevering, an enlightened and energetic com- 
n^nder." — (^Cheetham^sJjife of Paine^P^pT.^ 

" The last ' Crisis ' was published in Philadelphia April 
19th, 1783. Peace was now substantially concluded, 
and the Independence of the United States acknow- 
ledged. He who, if not the suggester, was the ablest 
literary advocate of independence, could do no less, when 
independence was acquired, than salute the nation on 
the great event." — (Ibid, p, 92.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



In his History of the United States, says: 

"During the winter oi 1776-6, many of the m^st able 
writers in America were employed in demonstrating the 
neoessity and propriety of a total separation from the 
nkother country, and the establishment of oonBtdtutkmsd 
governments in the Colonies* One of the most conspicu- 
ons of these writers was Thomas Paine, who published 
a- pampyet under the signatitipe of ^Common Sense,' 
whidi pzodsced great eflbct. It demonstrjited i^e 
necessity, advantages and pi«cticabiiity of indep^a- 
dence^ and heaped reproach and disgraee on monarchial 
govemmetits, and ridicule on hereditary suctjession. * 
* * * * Paine had shrewdness and cunning mixed 
with boldness in his mannear oi writing, and to this, 
pei^i^, may be ascribed the uncommon effect of his 
essays on the iniamed minds of the Americans. — 
{Sistery U, &, ml. I, pp. 102-8, Bmem OoUins, Phila- 
delpMaf 1844.) 

** Let men learn to feel that the true greatness of a nation is 
founded on the principles of humanity ; and that to avoid a war when 
her own existence is not endangered, and wherein the happiness of 
man must be wantonly sacrificed, is a higher principle of true 
honor than madly to engage in it." — {Paine in " Prospects on the 
Rubicon,") 



The author of "The Eeligion of Science,'* in his intro- 
duction to his Life of Paine, published by OaMn Blan- 
chard, of New York^ says:, 

" Theire ne«!^ but to hay« tlie li^t of trattisbi^ folly 
upen the real chwrapter of Thott^s Vm\% tpi prove him 
to ha^e hmm a far ^cater v^&sx ihM his niqst ardent 
admirers have Wth^^rto ^wen him -oiediti ft)r Iwang." 
6* 
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Bzmnr & mANBdux^ 

In his "Life of Jefferton/' aaye: 

" We eoi^Bfi w© have no aympathy with Mr. Paine's 
religions views. If his personal ohumeter was what it 
is commonly alleged to lutYe been, (though it is now 
said there has been a good deal bf exaggeration, and 
even out and out invention on this head,) there wa« much 
in it no man can admire. Bnt eoncede all the allega- 
tions against him, and it stiU l^Yes him Hm aatbor 
of 'Oomm<m Sense,' and oeirtain olh^ ^p$ifem, whioh 
mng like clarions in Uie darkest hovr of the Bevoia- 
tionary struggle, inspiring the bleedingy and starving, 
and pestilence-stricken) as the pen of no other man 
ever in^ired them. Whatever Paine's faults or vices, 
however dark and .crapulous $he «loee of his stormy 
career, when he is ft^ken of as the pitriot^ and espe- 
cially as the Eevolutionary hnA.pr^Me!i9oJMtmniwty writw, 
$hame rest on the pen wMch daru n&t do Mm justice I and 
shame, also, ought to rest on the most cursory narrat<Mr 
of the events which heralded the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, who should omit to enumerate the publication of 
^ Common Sense ' among them," 



THE NEW TORE ADVEBTI8EB, 

Of June 9th, 1809, has the following notice: 
"Mb. Thomas Paine. — 

** * Thy spirit, IiMlep«ii4ezice» let me share.' — SmolUtt. 

"With heartfelt sorrow and poignant regret we are 
compelled to announce to the world that Mr. 3%K>mas 
Paine is no more. This distinguisl^ ■ philanthropist, 
whose 1:^ was devoted to Ute oaose of humanity^ de- 
parted this llife yesterday morning, and if any man's 
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memory deserved a plMd im fiie1>reast of a freeman^ it 
is that of the deceased; for 

« 'Take lum, for all in all, 

We ne^er sliall Ipok upon his like again.^ 

" The friends of the deceased are invited to attend his 
iVin^al by 9 o'clock in the morning, from his late resi- 
dence at Greenwich; from whence his corpse will be 
conveyed to New Eochelle, for interment. 

^'HisiushesULere, 

His fame every where.' " 

«< Every government that does not act on the principle of a re- 
puWc, or, in other words, does not make the res-pu^lica its whole 
and sole object, is not a good government. Bepublican govern- 
ment is no other than government established and conducted 
for the interest of the public, as well individually as collectively. 
It is not necessarily connoted with any particular form, but it 
naost naturally associates with the r^resentative form as being the 
best calculated to secure the end for which a nati(Mi is at the expense 
of supporting it." — (** Mights of Man,** MtndunCs Complete Ed,, 
Vol. 11, pa0e in.) 



The TJNIVERSAL MAGAZINE and EEVIEW 

For April, 1798, concludes a review of ''The Rights of 
Man" with these words : 

"And now, courteous reader, we leave Mr. Paine 
entirely to thy mercy; what wilt thou say of him? 
Wilt thro addreis him F ' T3tKm Art « troubler of privi- 
leged orders — ^we will tar and feather thee; nobles 
abhor thee, and kings think thee mad V Or wilt thou 
rather put on thy spectacles, study Mr. Paine's physi- 
ognomy, purchase his print, hang it over thy chimney 
piece and, p<»Lnti&g to it, say : ' this is no common m^an ; 

iMB is THJ5 POOa man's JmiENB !'" 
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WAT80V, 

In his " Annftls of Philadelphia," says : 

" In June, 1785, John Fitch called on the ingenious 
William Henry, Esq., of Lancaster, to take his opinion 
of his draughts, who informed him that he (Pitch) was 
not the the first person who had thought of applying 
steam to vessels, for that Thomas Paine, author of 
* Common Sense' had suggested the same to him, 
(Henry) in the winter of 1778." 

" There ia a single idea, which, if it strikes rightly on the mind, 
either in a legal or a religious sense, will prevent any man, or any 
l)ody of men, or any governnient, from going wrong on the suyeot 
of religion; which is, that before any^uman institutions of 
government were known in the world, there existed, if I may so 
express it, a compact between God and man, from the beginning 
of time: and that as the relation and condition which man in his 
individual person stands in towards his Maker cannot be cha&ged 
by any human laws or human authority, that religious devotion, 
which is a part of this compact, cannot so much as be made a sub- 
ject of human laws; and that all laws must conform theaiselves to 
this priov^ existing compact, and not assume to make the compact 
conform to the laws, which, besides being human, are subsequent 
thereunto. The first act of man, when he looked around and saw 
• himself a ereature i^hioh he did not make, and a world iTurnish^d 
for his reception, must have been devotion; and devotion mttSt 
ever toi^tinuQ qacred to every, individual mmn, 40 itmppjdars ri^t«o 
him; and governments do mischief by interfering," — Thoa* Paine* 
(See works vol, 2, page 114, Boston Edition, 1866.) 



THE AUTHOR OF ''THE AHALTST/' 

Published by Wiley & Putnam, New York, 1840, says 
of Paine : 

"It is allowed by all libe]ral judges, that, in his * Com- 
mon Sense' and 'The Crisis/ he streugthenu^d in the 
American mind its aspirations after lib^rtyj gave tb^D^ 
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the right direction, manfully exhorted them in their waver- 
ing hour; and acted the part of a freeman and an active 
friend to humanity." 

WALTER MORTON, 

In a short narrative of Paine, says : 

" In his religious opinions he continued to the last as 
steadfast and tenacious as any sectarian to the definition 
of hid own creed. He never, indeed, broached the sub- 
ject first, but to intrusive and inquisitive visitors, who 
came to try him on that point, his general answer was 
to this effect: 'My opinions are now before the world, 
and all have an opportunity to reftite them if they can. 
I believe them unanswerable truths, and that I have 
done great service to mankind by boldly putting them 
forth. I do not wish to argue upon the subject now. I 
have labored disinterestedly in the cause of truth.' I 
shook his hand after his use of speech was gone ; but, 
while the other organs told me sufficiently that life knew 
me and appreciated my affection, his eye glistened with 
genius under the pangs of death." 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLT OF FENN'A, 

In 1785, passed the following: 

^ Whereas, During the late Ee volution, and partictilarly 
in the most trjring and perilous times thereof, many 
very eminent services were rend^^ ta the people <^ 
the United States by Thomas Paine, Esq., accompanied 
with sundry disti|»gabhed inst^iAoefl of ftdelHyr patriot- 
ism and disinterestedness; 

"And whereas, That the said Thomas Paine did, du- 
ring the whole progress of the Revolution, voluntarily 
devote himself to the service of the public, without accept- 
ing recompense therefor, and, moreover did decline tak- 
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ing or recdviiig the profits which authors are «ititled 
to on the sale of their literary works, but reliucjLuished 
them for the better accommodation of the country, and 
for the honor of the public cause; 

^^And wherea$f l^^oidl^s. the knowtadg© which this 
House has of the services of the said Thomas Paine, the 
same having been recommended to us by bis Excellency, 
the President, and the Supreme Executive Council of 
the State, of the 16th of December l|tst past, and by the 
friendly offices of the late patriotic Commander-in-chief, 
General Washington ; 

'' JBe it enacted, And it is hereby enacted, by the Eep- 
resentatives of the freemen of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and by th^ 
authority of the same, that, as a temporary recompense 
the said Thomas Paine, and until a suitable provision 
shall be further made, either federally by Congress, or 
otherwise, the Supreme Executive Council be authorized 
and empowered to draw on the Treasurer of this State 
for the sum of £600 ii; favor of and payable to the said 
Thomas Paine. 

" Signed by order of the House, 

"JOHN BAYAED, Speaker," 



The following song, though tiie s^ne metre as th^ 
«Stap Spangled Banaer," was writti9A by Mr. Puine, 
many years before tjia production of our nn^aonal flo^g 
by Mr. Key, aad wM originaUy paWiahed wder th^ 
litleof 

"THE BOSTON PATBIOTiO SOW».» 

T« sona of Columbia wl^o bravely have fought 

For those rights which unstain'd from your sires have descended. 
Hay you long taste the blessings your valor has bought, 

And your sons reap the soil which your fivthen d^imded ; 
Mid the reign of nild pJBooe 
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May your nation inci*ease 
With the gloty of Eome, and lh6 insdom of Greece ; 
And ne'er may the sons oi Columbia be slaves 
While the earth bears a plant or the sea rolls its waves. 

The fame of our arms, of our laws the mild sway. 

Had justly ennobled our nation in story, 
'Till the dark clouds of faction obscured our bright day 
And enveloped the sun of American glory ; * 
Biitlctl^iitttreb«tt>lcl, 
Who their country have sold, 
And bartered their Otod for his image in gold, 

That ne'er shall the sons, &c. * 

While IVfoice lier htige limbs bathes recumbent in blood. 

And fiocioty's base^ threats with wide dissolution ; 
May peace like the dove, who returned from the flood. 
Find an ark of abode in our mild constitution ; 
But though peace is our aim, 
Tet the boon we disclaim 
If bought by our sovereignty, justice or fiime. 
JV>r ne'er shaH the son^ &c. 

^Tis the Are of the flint each American trarms. 

Let Bome's haughty viotors beware of collision ! 
Bei l^em brkig all the vassals of Burope in atrsni^ 
We 're a world by ourselves, and disdain a division; 
While with patriot pride 
To our laws we 're allied, 
Ko foe can subdue us, no faction divide ; 
For ne'er shall tiie sons, &e, 

laet our paitrioto destroy vile anarchy's worm. 

Lest our liberty's growth should be check'd by corrosion, 
Then let clouds thicken round us, we heed not tbe storm, 
Our earth fears no ^look, but^he earth's own explosion. 
Foes assail us in vain, 
Tho' their fleets bridge ^e inain, 
For our altars and claims, with^ur lives we'll mantain. 
For ne'er shall the sons, &c. 

Let Fame, to the world, sound America's voice, 

No intngue can her sons from their government sever ; 
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Its wise T^ulations and laws, are their choice, 
And shall flourish till Liberty slumber forever. 
Then unite heart and hand. 
Like Leonidas' band ; 
And swear by the God of the ocean and land, 

That ne'er shall the sons of Columbia be slaves, 
While the earth bears a plant, or the sea rolls its waves. 



OEOBOE JACOB HOLTOAEE, 

Author of "The Trial of Theism," &c., and editor of 
"The I^ondon Eeasoner," says: 

"Paine, like Defoe, was the personation of English 
common sense. * * * * Paine was the Prc^het of 
American Destiny — ^the great Pamphleteer of its Inde- 
pendence. * * * He was the Thinker for the People. 
He found out the obvious thoughts of the period and 
showed them to the nation, and created those which 
were wanting. * * * ♦ Pmne's merits and de- 
merits were all popular. His errors were broad and 
his virtues hearty. There was nothing small or mean 
about him. He was a strong man all through. The 
man who was the confidant of Burke, (b^ore the un- 
' happy days when BuAe's reason fhiled him,) the coun- 
sellor of Franklin, and the friend and colleague of 
Washington, must have had great qualities. * ♦ ♦ ♦ 
If Paine was coarse, he had capacity and integrity ; if 
the oak was gnarled, it had strength — ^if the ore was 
rough, there was gold in it. * * * * Let us do 
justice to him." 



SBBATA. 
Page 7, Washington, line 13, read epocha for epoch. 
Page 8, Adams, line 10, reaa attempts for attempt. 
Page 12, Southwick, dele Rev, 

Page 12, " line 8, read Visitant for Visitwr. 

Page 12, ** line 9, read Th^rtfgus for Tintochus. 
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THOMAS PAIHE'S WRITINGS, 

PoUtkalj Jtehgiom cmd Ilmellaneous, are Published 
and for Sole Iqi 

At the Office of the Boston Investigator, Boston, Mass, 

Aucl \\\U be s^utfre^ of po&ii^ga^ on receipt of price. 

THE COMPLETE WOKKS OP THO^S PAINE, .^t^re- 
tftTV to the Committee of Foreign Affftirw in the Arnpripftn E evolution 
Three TolumeH: <*on?ititni^ Df Ins HOLITI€ALt THE<»LOGinAL aijrl 
MISCELLANEOUS WRITINOS. To which ie added a irkctt'h (>f Lis 

Life ,., - ^ PTi^p> U fjO 

•THE POLITICAL WHITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE, 
with a Biief Sketch of the Alithor^a Life. A new edition irilh nddi- 

tionK. 12 volH....... ^Price, 3 €0 

IfTHEOLOGICAL A]S D MISCELLANEOUS WKI- 
E Tl^GS OF THOMAS PATNE, The most onrnpiete edition ever pub- 
f li^hed— contidniiii; his AGE OF KEASON, and id I his TVritin^B on 
' Theologv, with ninny MliiceJiAneons and PoetifMil Piece^s and his 

Letter ti> Wrt^hiii^ tun.*.... »- »....,.- * »*^»., , * Pric^i 1 50 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS OF THOMAS PAINE, to 
widch are added tlio Profession nf Faith cf a Savoyard VieaTt by J. 

J. RoiinHPaii; and other Ml ?ire!l:ineou^ Pieces ******* ,. ...Prirft, 1 OO 

THE AGE OF KEASON ; being nn Investigation of Truo 

and Fubnlons Theology,* - ..,*. .* .^ Prii^p, 30 

COMMON 8ENSE, a Hevolntionm-y Pamphlet, addregsed 
to the Inhnbitunt& of Ameiiea, 1776, by '1 homas Paine— to which is 

added n Brief Skt'tt^h of the Author's Life ,- .,**„.. .Price IS 

RIGHTS OF MAN r brincf tm Aiis^or to Mr. Bnrke's 

Attack on the Frrnrd] li !■ vol i ; i: jj .]], bv Thomna Pain?? ..-^-..^ Price, StJ 

FA I N E t^ 8 E L E C T W t ) J Uv S/ conaij^liii ^ of h is Th wologi- 
eal and Political Wri^ingy, in two volumes^ in clothe a new edition, 

iui^tiasned * - *..* *...,,. ►,..,..., Price, fer voL 1 00 

THE CKISIS ; being a Series of PaTuplilets^ in sixteen 
nnmberj?> by Thomas Paine, written during the Americfln RevolutioOi 
Hiidj by the orderi^ of General Washington, read to each regiment of 

the armv as thfiywere published - - .^^ * ...^Clnth^ price, 40 

THE LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE, Autbor of -Common 
Btnsc," ** Rights of Man/' 'V\pe of Reaaon," Ac. Ao , With Critical and 
E;!cp1ariiitory Ob,«iiervatk)ti9 on hie Writjiig><t, t^ Gilbert V&le< Price, bd. 75 



TESTIMONIALS TO THE MERITS OP THOMAS 

PAINE, ..,, 15 

PAINE AND HLS CALUMNIATORS, by Ju^. Eiirker, W) 

THOMAS PAINE; a Serinan by the Rev. M. I). Cuiiwiiy, ID 

AGE OE REASON, by Tliunuun Vain^f. Paper,...,., !.. 20 

PAINE S POLITICAL Wa)RK8, I voL, bound,. .... $1 00 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL ** 1 ^' ** .,.,. 1 00 

Sent fre^i of poijtiige, by 

F. L- TAYLOR, 

Btix 118. 1\ a. J Bttrlbif^fop, K J, 
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CAI.VIN BLANCHARD, 

' No. 76 Nassau Sti*eet, Ne^w^ Yoi^ls, 

PUBllSHHJ^ ASril KAif FOB 1*ALS: 

THE LIFE OF THOMAB PAINE; Mover of the ^^Deda- 
nvtiot] of Indepentlent^ei'^ 8eeret«ry of Forei^ Affairfi under the fi:r*it 

Author of *■ Common Sense/^ **The Crisis,'^ *' Rights of Man^" '* Age of 
Reiison," Ac: THE MAN, whoso mott^ vrns*— "7/ic Wi/rltiiHmr/Qmtitrif;^ 

, to dft Good, Pitf iJcfiV/jwi," Erabraoing PrntUml Qnutidcrationii ofi Ilumntu 
Miffhf^: demoni^trating that Man tendM irrcpr^a^ibb^ fn Ariual Frcetiojn; 
dml ehowing A LibertftA irn Qmnectlon In tht? fiction of the World's Three 
Great Autbor-Horocs— Rousseav. Faine nnd roMTE. By the Atithor of 
'*Th€ Rehgion of Science/" With elegaatly engrared PortraltB of Rons- 
aeau. Paine, and Comtiw ]2mo cloth. ,,..„ ...„.*., , i-, 

PAINE t> THEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL WORKM, 
{with Life) 12 vols^lamo ..,*. ,..**** *...**. ,....».* §2 

PAINE'S POLITICAL WOKKB. 1 wol, Vlmo 1 it 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL W0KK8, (with Life) 1 vol, 

l2mDH................... > .,...,... .,.».».... ...K. 

PAINE^S AGE or REASON, in ppt. covef. 26«., in cloth, 3^ 

A^Ali th'^ nhove Works have ju^t heen pubh^hed on large, new typef oti tci; 
liae paper, iindla eubatential blading, Hod sent by mail Fne ^ I^tstngt* 



MOSS, BROTHER & CO., 

MAJTUrAfTUEERS OF 

BLANK. ACCOUNT &MEM0RAKDOM BOOK 

m^am 430 J^arhei Sireei, M^hiindeiphia, 

Publiali) and will st^nd to any nddress, /r^e qfposfugi^ on rocei|rf 
of price: 

THOMAS PAINE'S POLITICAL AKD THEO- 
LOGICAL WOBKS. New and improved edition, 
conijjlete in 2 Tola , ]2mOy cloth, with Steel Portrait and 
View of his Momiment at New Boehelle,,..,... #..»,», Price, $2 §. 



Either Yoliime separately.***.,,,,. *-,.,.„, 
' PAINE'S AGE OF EEASON* 
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